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About Seed Libraries
Humans have been saving seeds for over 12,000 years, Sadly, in our
culture, much of the knowledge about seed saving has been lost over the
last 100 years, along with significant biodiversity.
When you contribute to our Seed Library, you help create a culture of
sharing and abundance while contributing to the sustainability of our
community.
Seed saving requires some basic knowledge, but anyone can do it. We
hope to encourage our Library customers to develop the knowledge
needed in order to help preserve the unique varieties and amazing
agrobiodiversity contained in our catalogue, and to build this
catalogue for future generations. We hope that by beginning small,
people will realize how easy and necessary it is to save seeds.

WHAT WAS THE INSPIRATION?
The idea of creating a seed lending library at St. Thomas Public Library
was inspired by Elgin County’s Local Food Plan.
“The County’s new initiative to strengthen and support local food
production by raising awareness of the benefits of local food and
making it easier for purchaser and consumers to buy and use local
produce.”

St. Thomas Public Library Seed Library
Our Seed Library is a repository of open-pollinated, mainly heirloom
seeds which are held in trust for members of St. Thomas Public Library.
Members come to the Library and borrow seeds for their garden. They
grow the plants in their garden and at the end of the season, they let a
few plants “go to seed.” From those plants, they collect seeds and
return the same amount of seed (or more) as they borrowed at the
beginning of the growing season. Seeds are free to members.
The Seed Library is both a collection of seeds and a community of
gardeners. Since seed is a living thing, it must be renewed each year
somewhere by someone or unique varietals can become extinct. Even
growing one seed and returning it to the Library is a valuable
contribution.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To educate our community in the importance of seed saving while
fostering a culture of sharing, self-reliance, and community resilience,
preserving and perpetuating Elgin County’s rich agrarian roots.

Borrowing Seeds from
the Seed Library
Your St. Thomas Public Library card is your key to borrowing seeds. You
may check out up to a maximum of 10 per growing season. Checking out
seeds is similar to checking out any other library material!
We do ask that you return the barcoded pouch with instruction card by the
end of the calendar year. There will be exceptions for some biennials,
which don’t produce seed until the following year. With these, you have
until the end of the following year to return your kit.
The seed cabinet is located on the main level, near the elevator. There are
two methods of locating seeds in our collection.

Browsing our seed cabinet:
Our seed cabinet is divided into three sections:

fruits & vegetables, herbs, and flowers & ornamentals.
Each section is further alphabetized by common name. In each drawer,
you will find cardboard pouches or “kits,” each containing one packet of
seeds, an empty packet for donations, and a card with
instructions for both planting and saving seeds of that variety.

Searching our online catalogue:
To make things easy, we have included preset searches on the Seed
Library webpage. Simply visit the URL below, and under the heading
“Seeds You Can Borrow,” you can select from either “Fruits & Vegetables”,
“Herbs”, “Flowers", "Ornamentals", and "Container Friendly". These
presets link you to our library catalogue.

stthomaspubliclibrary.ca/seed-library
If you know the common name of the plant or if you just want to display all
squash varieties in our collection, for example, you would type in “squash
seeds”. You can also search by scientific name if you happen to know it. To
ensure that only seeds are displayed in the search results, select the box
"Kit" under "Filter your results by...", beneath the "Format" heading.

Seed Ratings
Look for the colour-coded symbol on the upper left
hand corner. of the seed pouch. You can choose
from either “easy,” “medium,” or “advanced.”
Seeds in this library are categorized by the difficulty
of saving pure, viable seed, not the difficulty of
growing the plant itself.

SYMBOLS
EASY seeds are great for beginners. They take just one

growing season to complete a full reproductive cycle and
generally self-pollinate, so you don’t have to worry about
cross-pollination from your own garden or other gardens.

MEDIUM seeds take just one growing season to complete

a full reproductive cycle, but they may rely on insects for
pollination and they can cross-pollinate, so you need to plan
ahead in order to ensure pure seeds.

ADVANCED seeds may take two years to complete a full
reproductive cycle, or they may cross-pollinate very easily.
They require special care to ensure pure seed, such as hand
pollinating or caging.

No garden? No Problem!

We have a large selection of seeds that are suitable for
container gardening. Simply look for the symbol on the
top right hand corner of the seed pouch.

Words to Know:
Garden Terminology
Open-pollinated:

A term used to describe a plant whose flowers are fertilized by natural
means. A variety that, if properly isolated, will breed true to type when
saved to plant the following year.

Heirloom:

Open-pollinated varieties which have been grown for so many
successive generations that their physical and genetic qualities are fairly
stable. These seeds will be “true to type” if saved.

Hybrid:

When cross-pollination occurs between seed varieties. Seeds saved
from hybrid plants will not produce plants like the parent plant.

Biodiversity:

The variety of different types of life found on earth and variations within
species.

Agrobiodiversity:

A sub-set of general biodiversity which includes all forms of life directly
relevant to agriculture: rare seeds varieties and animal breeds (farm
biodiversity), but also many other organisms such as soil fauna, weeds,
pests, predators, and all of the native plants and animals (wild
biodiversity) existing on and flowing through the farm.

Agrarian:

Pertaining to agriculture, farmland, or rural areas.

Safe Seed Pledge
We honour the Safe Seed Pledge, a document signed by those in the
agriculture and public health community concerned about the social,
ethical, and environmental impact of genetic technologies, which reads:

“Agriculture and seeds provide the basis upon which our lives
depend. We must protect this foundation as a safe and genetically
stable source for future generations. For the benefit of all farmers,
gardeners, and consumers who want an alternative, we pledge
that we do not knowingly buy, sell, or trade genetically
engineered seeds or plants. The mechanical transfer of genetic
material outside of natural reproductive methods and between
genera, families, or kingdoms, poses great biological risks as well
as economic, political, and cultural threats. We feel that
genetically engineered varieties have been insufficiently tested
prior to public release. More research and testing is necessary to
further assess the potential risks of genetically engineered seeds.
Further, we wish to support agricultural progress that leads to
healthier soils, genetically diverse agricultural ecosystems, and
ultimately healthy people and communities.”
Council for Responsible Genetics, 1999

For more information, contact:

Jonathan Mitchell

St. Thomas Public Library
153 Curtis Street, St. Thomas
(519) 631-6050 ext. 8086
jmitchell@stthomaspubliclibrary.ca
stthomaspubliclibrary.ca/seed-library

