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Advocacy:

1.1

The St. Thomas Public Library Board shall be an effective
advocate for the provision of good library service by ensuring
the community is aware of the importance of the library; and,
government decision-makers at all levels fully understand the
pivotal role that the Library plays in the community.

1.2

The purpose of advocacy efforts are to ensure that:
$
the community is aware of the importance of the library
$
municipal funding bodies fully understand the important
place in the community which the library occupies
$
provincial and federal funding bodies respond to the
library community

1.3

The Board’s authority to undertake advocacy activities is in
compliance with the Public Libraries Act, which specifies that
the Board may “make rules regulating all other matters
connected with the management of the library and library
property.”

1.4

Advocacy initiatives must be in harmony with the Library’s
current Mission Statement.

1.5

The Board shall fulfill its advocacy responsibility by identifying
and responding to issues, concerns, and government policies
that may directly or indirectly affect the St. Thomas Public
Library.

1.6

The Board shall encourage board members and advisors,
committee members, staff, stakeholder organizations,
concerned individuals, and other community or professional
organizations to bring advocacy issues to the Board’s
attention.

1.7

The Board shall encourage board members and advisors,
committee members, and especially staff to monitor
government legislation and maintain close liaison with
appropriate government agencies and professional
associations.
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1.8

After discussion of Advocacy issues, the Board shall direct the
Board Chair or the CEO to convey its concerns in person or in
writing to the appropriate organization or government agency,
and to the media where appropriate.

1.9

The Board may convey its decision to the general public and to
the Library membership and patrons in an appropriate manner.

1.10

The Board shall advise government officials on the impact of
current and proposed policies.

1.11

The Board may, at its discretion and by duly approved motion,
undertake appropriate lobbying activities in support of or in
opposition to said policies.

1.12

Either the Board Chair (or designate) or the CEO (or
designate) will be the official spokesperson for the Library on
advocacy issues, depending upon availability and nature of the
issue.

1.13

The Board should make every reasonable effort to ensure that
there is a consistent and coordinated response to advocacy
issues.

1.14

The Board shall ensure that there are regular communications
with City Council and senior administration. The Board shall
meet at least annually with Council to review the Library's
resources, services, plans, and achievements.

1.15

To be an effective advocate, the Library shall communicate,
co-operate, and co-ordinate with other libraries, arts, heritage
and cultural organizations.

1.16

The Board shall ensure that the Library regularly participates in
activities aimed at increasing community awareness of the
variety and importance of public library services.

Approved Date: January 16, 2019
Supercedes Date: October 15, 2014
Review Date: October 2022
Reference: Library Board Meeting, January 16, 2019

